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Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 

Author: The apostle John 
Purpose: To present the life of Jesus so that unbelievers will come to faith in him and believers will grow in their faith in him as the Messiah and the Son of God descended from heaven 
Date: A.D. 85-90 
Key Truths:
Jesus is the divine Word from above who became flesh. 
Jesus came to the Jews, but only a few of them received him. 
Jesus performed many public signs, demonstrating that he was the Messiah, the Son of God. 
Jesus taught that salvation was in him alone.
Author: 
Although this Gospel is anonymous, it contains some hints about its authorship. The author was almost certainly Jewish, for he displays an intimate knowledge of Jewish customs, festivals and beliefs. His detailed geographical knowledge suggests that he was a native of Palestine, and it appears that he was an eyewitness of many of the events recorded in his Gospel (John 19:35). 
Further, this is the only Gospel that refers to one of the apostles as "the disciple whom Jesus loved" (John 13:23) rather than by name. This disciple is the one identified as the eyewitness who "testifies to these things and who wrote them down" (John 21:24). Moreover, John son of Zebedee, who was one of the most prominent disciples, is not mentioned by name in this Gospel. It is difficult to explain this omission unless we assume that the Gospel was written by John and that modesty prevented him from identifying himself. 
Early church traditions (e.g., the writings of Irenaeus in the second century) explicitly and consistently attribute this Gospel to the apostle John. Modern doubts about the reliability of that tradition have led many scholars to reject the Johannine authorship of the book, but no other view accounts as satisfactorily for the facts. 
Time and Place of Writing:
Early church tradition suggests that John wrote this Gospel toward the end of his life, possibly around A.D. 85-90. Some scholars in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, having abandoned Johannine authorship, argued that the Gospel was composed as late as the middle of the second century. However, the discoveries of the Rylands Fragment (a piece of papyrus dated no later than A.D. 130 that contains a few verses from John 18) and the Dead Sea Scrolls (which enhanced our understanding of Palestine in the first century) have compelled most scholars to return to the Gospel's traditional date. Some specialists have gone further, dating it prior to A.D. 70. 
The author himself describes his purpose: "These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name" (John 20:31). There has been considerable discussion, however, concerning whether the author had in mind initial or continued belief. Grammatically, both views are possible, and there is no need to press for one to the exclusion of the other, since the author himself did not do so. 
Purpose and Distinctives:
Jesus' interaction with "his own [who] did not receive him" (John 1:11) supplements his central focus. Jesus appeared often in Jerusalem at various Jewish feasts, which took on special importance because of the way in which he related his own work to what the feasts signified (e.g., especially John 7:37-39). Despite this ministry, his own people did not receive him, a fact that John explains as symptomatic of human sin. Jesus was rejected not because he was a stranger, but because people love darkness rather than light. 
It is characteristic of the style of this Gospel to emphasize contrasting concepts and themes: light and darkness (John 1:4-9), love and hatred (John 15:17-18), from above and from below (John 8:23), life and death (John 6:57-58), truth and falsehood (John 8:32-47) and so forth. Other characteristics include the theme of misunderstanding (John 2:20; 6:51-58), the employment of double meanings (John 3:14; 6:62) and the inclusion of the "I am" sayings (John 6:35).
John highlights the reality and greatness of sin in various ways, but especially by emphasizing our total dependence on God for salvation. Just as our physical birth was not the result of our own effort or will, so, too, we owe our spiritual birth to God's will and the power of his Spirit (John 1:12-13; 3:5-8). Sinful men and women are simply unable to come to Jesus for salvation unless they are drawn by the Father (John 6:44, 65). Once they come to Jesus, however, they have "eternal life and will not be condemned" (John 5:24); they belong to the Father, and he will not let them perish (John 10:27-29). 
One of the most striking distinctives of this Gospel is its prologue (John 1:1-18). Jesus is presented as the eternally existing Logos, or Word (i.e., the One who alone can reveal the Father). He can do so because, as the Son, he shares in the Father's deity. He is the One who made the universe (John 1:3). He met the needs of the Israelites in the wilderness, and now he provides spiritual water and bread (John 4:13-14; 6:35). In short, he is one with the Father, the great "I am" (John 5:18; 8:58; 10:30-33). 
Moreover, John's Gospel presents Jesus as the Lamb of God who gave his life for his people (John 1:29; 10:11). Although he died for them, he did not leave them alone. Before his death, Jesus promised to make his home in their hearts through the Spirit, who would bring peace and teach them all things (John 14:15-18, 23-27). After Jesus' death, his disciples, empowered by the Spirit, were sent forth, as Jesus had been sent, to perform the great work of evangelism and to bear much fruit (John 14:12; 15:8; 20:21-23). 
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 Jesus' Public Ministry (John 1:19-12:50) 
II. The Ministry Begins (John 1:19-51) 
A. Jesus' Witness: John the Baptist (John 1:19-34)
B. Jesus' Witnesses: His First Disciples (John 1:35-51)
III. From Cana to Cana (John 2:1-4:54) 
A. The Wedding in Cana (John 2:1-11) 
B. Cleansing of the Temple (John 2:12-25) 
C. Entering the Kingdom (John 3:1-21) 
D. John's Further Testimony (John 3:22-36) 
E. A Samaritan Woman (John 4:1-42) 
F. A Royal Official in Cana (John 4:43-54)
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C. Healing and Teaching (John 9:1-10:21)
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E. Reacting Gentiles (John 12:20-36) 
F. Reacting Jews (John 12:37-50)
IX. Jesus' Ministry to His Disciples (John 13:1-17:26) 
A. Foot Washing and Betrayal Foretold (John 13:1-38) 
B. Farewell Discourse (John 14:1-16:33) 
C. Intercessory Prayer (John 17:1-26)
X. The Ministry Reaches Its Climax (John 18:1-20:31) 
A. Jesus' Arrest and Trial (John 18:1-19:16) 
B. Jesus' Crucifixion, Death and Burial (John 19:17-42) 
C. Jesus' Resurrection and Appearances (John 20:1-31)
XI. Epilogue (John 21:1-25) 
A. Miracle at the Sea (John 21:1-14) 
B. The Confirmation of Peter (John 21:15-19) 
C. The Beloved Disciple (John 21:20-23) 
D. Closing Remarks (John 21:24-25) 
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Outline
I. Prologue (John 1:1-18) 
[ Jesus' Public Ministry (John 1:19-12:50)]
II. The Ministry Begins (John 1:19-51) 
A. Jesus' Witness: John the Baptist (John 1:19-34)
B. Jesus' Witnesses: His First Disciples (John 1:35-51)
Intro Notes
Prologue: this passage most captured the attention of the 1st - 3rd century Christian intellectual community
Synoptic Gospels: John stands in contrast to Matthew, Mark, & Luke
Christ's favorite self-designation: 'Son of Man'
Does not premier humanity as it seems 
it was a Messianic title that revealed He was on a mission from heaven to judge the world

I.  Prologue (John 1:1-18) 
 Verses 1 & 2 are foundational to the Church's doctrine of the _____________.

What does vs. 3 contrast directly?


How does this relate to the estate of man in regard to his relationship with Christ?

 Which event in Christ's earthly ministry is most likely being referred to in v. 14?

Verses 6-8 speak of whom?

This "witness to the Light"  has good news and bad news (vv. 11 &12); describe each:
Bad news first…


Good news…
Jesus' Public Ministry (John 1:19-12:50)
II. The Ministry Begins (John 1:19-51) 
A. Jesus' Witness: John the Baptist (John 1:19-34)
 Whose attention did John's activities attract? Why did John the Baptist attract their attention specifically?




 What was John the Baptist's message? (cf. Luke 3:17)

[image: ]ISTORICAL TIDBIT

During the Intertestamental Period a form of proselyte baptism had arisen that was self-administered by Gentiles at the request of the Jews in order for the proselytes to be cleansed, that is, made worthy to enter the Covenant community.  See a problem here?



Professor F.F. Bruce in his New Testament History (p. 149) wrote, “In so far as proselyte baptism provides an analogy to John’s baptism, John was saying in effect to true-born Jews, proudly conscious of their descent from Abraham: “Your impeccable pedigree is irrelevant in God’s sight; if you wish to be enrolled in the new Israel of the age that is about to dawn, you must take the outside place, acknowledging that you are not better in his eyes than Gentiles, and you must enter the end-time community of his people by baptism, as they have to do.”


John the Baptist's message would have been offensive on two fronts:
He was calling the __________ to ______________and be _____________!
_________ himself was baptizing (the only credential he fulfilled was his Jewishness!).
In other words he was essentially saying "The Messiah is coming and you--devout Israel, are neither ready nor clean!" 
A curious conversation ensues…why the questions? Let's see….

19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders[c] in Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.”
[image: ]21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the Prophet?”
He answered, “No.”
22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”
23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’”[d]
24 Now the Pharisees who had been sent 25 questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”
[image: ]26 “I baptize with[e] water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. 27 He is the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.”
28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 


 The Priests and Levites seemed to explore the possibilities…
Why this strange line of questioning?  Let’s see…

Look how emphatically John denied being the Messiah—even the Gospel writer seemed to feel the need to be extra clear!

a. Why Elijah? (hint…can you guess who made the last prophecy of the OT?)  
[image: http://www.stjosephmelkitecatholicchurch.org/menaion_for_january/3_jan_malachi_prophet_gordius.jpg]I did...in the 4th century BC.

I did not…but my name is St. Gordius the Martyr and I was a 4th century Roman centurion and converted to Christianity…for which I …ahem, was beheaded.




This is what I said:
“ 5See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. 6 He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction.”
Malachi 4:5,6
a.  Again, why would these holy men assume Elijah? What did John say?


BTW: How could he be Elijah—yet not be Elijah? (cf. Luke 1:17)  In other words how could Scripture be true and John the B not a liar?


b. Prophet?  Who are they talking about? Was it the Prophet or a prophet?  Does it matter?  (cf. Deut. 18:18)  Describe this third possibility:

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Fov4vSUAGcU/UOhxKNkTWII/AAAAAAAAETo/v6T_8Lqx9u4/s1600/John+the+Baptist+and+Pharisees.jpg]
What did John say to this?

c.  Three strikes…were they out?  Did John tell them who he was?



[image: ]d. Check out this uncanny parallel RC Sproul                     raises in his commentary on John:
*Both quoted from the Prophet Isaiah to introduce and explain their identities…
…JESUS in his hometown’s Synagogue where he worshipped as a kid and preached, perhaps, the shortest sermon ever (RIGHT); JOHN the B joining his identity with God’s purpose for him (BELOW)

He unrolled the scroll and found the passage where it was written:







He said to them, 

[image: http://02aa9c2.netsolhost.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Jesus-Reads.jpg]“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me 
to bring glad tidings to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.”








[image: http://awildernessvoice.com/images/JohnBap.jpg]
“Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.”

“I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’”

													                                              Gospel of Luke 

e. Have you ever hosted a special event?  What aspect seemed to be both indispensible and labor-intensive?  Now you see John’s purpose…  


10.  Were the Jewish leaders appeased at this point?  What was their next focus?  How is their concern legitimate yet shortsighted?



[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_8WaRFqx8enw/TUcVVN87BLI/AAAAAAAAAsw/q-Pzfiv1STc/s1600/sandals2.jpg]11.  John the Baptist’s reply employs a common Jewish idiom.  What was it? Explore this for a moment:


a.  A disciple’s job was to _____________ to their rabbi’s needs; a disciple would never, however, be asked/required to take care of their master’s shoes or sandals—this was the work of a __________________ not a disciple.
b. What, then, was John the B saying?
[image: ]

c. Can you think of an event in the disciples’ future that would turn this idiom on its head? What does this mean for us?

[image: ]
Jan van Eyck painting "Ghent Altarpiece", finished 1432. Detail: adoration of the lamb


[image: ]There are only two            
books of the Bible that 
call Jesus by the title Agnes Dei (the Lamb of God)--both written by the same man…John!  Observe the inset (R).  What does the 15th century work teach us?




B. Jesus' Witnesses: His First Disciples (John 1:35-51) Sproul: I once attended a lecture in which the speaker      filled a       half-            hour        lecture period     with nothing but titles for Jesus!  I believe Jesus of Nazareth is the most titled person in all of history.
Critics of the apostle John claim that he invented this title against its silence in the OT--but they mustn't forget…John the Baptist was himself a prophet and wielded as much authority as any other prophet from any other age!

[image: ]Tracing the Theme of the Lamb
Remember this?
1.  God provides a Ram to act as a s_________________ sacrifice. (Gen 22)

How does this seemingly barbaric act now make sense from the perspective of redemptive history?






2. God prefigures the Lamb of God when He instructs the Israelites to place the b________ of lambs on the doorposts of their houses so as to spare them from His wrath.His wrath
 (Ex. 12)


John the Baptist will later wrestle with jesus' identity (cf. Lk. 7:20).  He is imprisoned and sends some of his own disciples to ask Jesus if He was truly the One to Come.  John the b had his own expectations and when they did not pan out, he went back to the identity of his Source.  

Personal Reflection: Are there times when you have definite expectations of who Jesus is or what you expect God to do for you?  Consider this for a time.  Write one such current expectation down below.  Pray about bending to His will in this and explore what that might look like…









John 2
From Cana to Cana (John 2:1-4:54) 
Outline
A. The Wedding in Cana (John 2:1-11) 
B. Cleansing of the Temple (John 2:12-25) 
Notes: 
Jesus' first recorded miracle 
A. The Wedding in Cana (John 2:1-11) 
[image: ]ISTORICAL TIDBIT

This wedding was probably hosted by friends of Jesus or his family and it was a very large and lengthy event.  How do we know?  The familiarity we can only assume, but the size and duration we can glean from the size of the water pots…(20-30 gallons each; 120-180 gal. total)




Sproul: When John reports the miracles of Jesus, he habitually refers to them as "signs."
The word "signs" in this sense always points to something else to distinguish it from others.  In essence, John said Christ's miracles were not done for their own sake--but to point to His significance and, ultimately, to the Kingdom of God


[image: ]
 What was the problem that occurred at the wedding?

In the ancient Jewish world, this would have been:
Embarrassing (true of any host in any country of 
any time)
Possibly litigious (there is support in Jewish history 
that the groom could have faced a lawsuit (Sproul, 20).


 Jesus' mother feels compassion on the groom and asks Jesus to "Fix it!"…
		What is Christ's response?  What does He do?
C.H. Spurgeon:   "Jesus Christ commenced the gospel dispensation, not with a miracle of vengeance, like that of Moses, who turned water into blood, but with a miracle of liberality, turning water into wine. He does not only supply necessaries, but gives luxuries, and this is highly significant of the kingdom of his grace."

		
			Was his response rude?
			
			What did He mean? (lit. "What is this to you to Me?')

			Why did Jesus say "My hour has not yet come?"
 		

3.  A Strange Response
Take this in for a moment:  people were drunk, God gave them the gift of wine… What could He have done?


What did He do?

		
 What did this mean? 
 God's grace is abundant: Not only did he turn water into wine, He turned it into "good wine."		
A note to those who are wont to say, "Wasn't that just grape juice in the OT?"  Consider this:
[image: ]9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”
How would you respond?


I'm a grape juice fan at heart, but one must remember the Old Testament Jews cultivated grapes for wine (as have many cultures)--second only to olives.
Besides, when was the last time you had someone rave to you "Everyone brings out the choice grape juice first and then the cheaper stuff after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best grape juice till now?” 
I'm not even sure what it would look like to "drink too much grape juice"…
   b.  The Bridegroom has come: it is time to party!
Check out this contrast between John the Baptist & Christ that Sproul makes:

Jesus and John the Baptist
18 John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, 19 he sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?”From Luke 7

20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?’”
21 At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. 22 So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy[a] are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor…
	(Jesus then proceeds to contrast polarized people groups:  Those who believe and see John’s preparation and Christ’s fulfillment versus the Pharisees who continue to misinterpret and judge.  He summarizes this way…)
[image: ]33 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ 35 But wisdom is proved right by all her children.” 
This catch 22 is resolved when one saw  (through the Spirit—AKA “sight to the blind stuff”) that I set the stage in the Spirit of AUSTERITY because the Bridegroom, my cousin, was not yet active…
But now that I, The Bridegroom, had arrived, it was time to CELEBRATE! (After all—how long had the people of God waited for the Promise?!)










7.  Calvin notes: Wine had a special place in the Jewish Passover.  Later in His ministry (the last week nonetheless!), Jesus would bring a new significance to wine.  How would He do this and what would it stand for?"Whatever He says to you, do it"

Truer instructions have never been given to anyone in history… (we would all do well to heed this)










Something    was          Brewing….	

[image: ]ISTORICAL TIDBIT

This miracle sparked later controversy that would come from opposite directions: the liberals of the 19th century would deny the supernatural act and claim that Christ engaged in a bit of trickery.  The conservatives (of that & later centuries) could not believe that Jesus would have ever made wine.  They rest on the false premise that the mere drinking of wine is sin and so, to preserve His sinlessness, deny this miracle in its literal reading.





B. Cleansing of the Temple (John 2:12-25) Sproul: When John reports the miracles of Jesus, he habitually refers to them as "signs."
The word "signs" in this sense always points to something else to distinguish it from others.  In essence, John said Christ's miracles were not done for their own sake--but to point to His significance and, ultimately, to the Kingdom of God

[image: ]8.  A word on this event:  John seems to record this event early in his Gospel while the other writers (in what we term the Synoptic Gospels) record it near the end of Christ’s ministry.  What are we to conclude?
Two possible explanations:Wirklich?

The Critics: John is reordering the chronology of His Gospel to make contrasts…(eg. Water to Wine/ Physical & Spiritual Temple)…Bultmann (a German Theologian) did not have time for 2 cleansings to happen…
Sproul & others: John goes to make a point of when this happened in Christ's ministry…repetition is not only possible, but warranted:	Indeed!

mark of a ________ teacher.
consistent with man's _____ _____________.
9.  What would Christ have done, as best you can conjecture, if the moneychangers were doing these activities outside the temple?  Why different?


10.  Look at the map of Jerusalem in Jesus' day below.  Look at where the animals & moneychangers used to dwell and where they set up camp during Christ's day.  Why did they move?Sproul: When Jews came to the temple, a special form of currency had to be obtained because impure silver & such was circulating.  This ensured the purest of currency for the Temple tax and animal purchase for the sacrifice.  The moneychangers saw a service and business opportunity in it all.



[image: ]Temple Courts
Slopes of Mt. of Olives
Kidron Valley




Jerusalem in Jesus' Day







Personal Reflection: Are there times when you compromise principles out of mere convenience.  Consider the power of comfort in your life.  Describe one way you seek your own comfort and will do next to anything (change the rules/"devour" and use others) to get it or maintain it.








11.  Why so angry?
 1 Save me, O God,
    for the waters have come up to my neck.
2 I sink in the miry depths,
    where there is no foothold.
I have come into the deep waters;
    the floods engulf me.
3 I am worn out calling for help;
    my throat is parched.
My eyes fail,
    looking for my God.
4 Those who hate me without reason
    outnumber the hairs of my head;
many are my enemies without cause,
    those who seek to destroy me.
I am forced to restore
    what I did not steal.5 You, God, know my folly;
    my guilt is not hidden from you.
6 Lord, the Lord Almighty,
    may those who hope in you
    not be disgraced because of me;
God of Israel,
    may those who seek you
    not be put to shame because of me.
7 For I endure scorn for your sake,
    and shame covers my face.
8 I am a foreigner to my own family,
    a stranger to my own mother’s children;


From Psalm 69


[image: ]
Why?  What is the reason for David's (& now Christ's?) distress?
9 for zeal for your house consumes me, 
    and the insults of those who insult you fall on me.
What did the disciples--and all of the known Jewish world, learn that day?

12.  Is that it?  Was there something deeper--more subtle and central to what exactly was being disturbed by their activities?

How does your church prepare the congregation for worship?

Personal Reflection: Do you consciously shift from fellowship with friends and family to fellowship with God?  Consider one way you can prepare.  Share it below


 How do the Jews reply to Jesus' judgment of their recent customs in v. 18?  What are they really asking?  

 How does Jesus reply?  The Temple took 46 years to build!...What, then, did He mean?




Which act--in its fullest, accomplished the"Temple's" rebuilding? 



So what will happen when Christ returns to find those who seek to worship as they please?












John 3 
From Cana to Cana (John 2:1-4:54) continued
Outline
 	C. Entering the Kingdom (John 3:1-21) 
D. John's Further Testimony (John 3:22-36) 
Notes: 
C. Entering the Kingdom (John 3:1-21) 
Rebirth: Nicodemus comes under the cover of night
Here is a sobering thought:
“During my maiden reading of the New Testament when I was a new Christian, I was astonished that Nicodemus didn’t understand what Jesus was saying. I said to myself: “I know exactly what Jesus is talking about because that’s what has happened to me. I’ve experienced a new birth; I’ve come alive to the things of God. Why can’t this teacher of the Jews understand it?”
The next year, as a college student, I signed up for a course on the Gospel of John. At the end of the course, the professor gave an examination that included a question on John 3. When I saw that question, I said to myself: “Oh boy! I know what this is all about!” To my surprise, I got a “C” on that paper. It was then that I found that I didn’t really understand what Jesus was talking about.
To tell the truth, I still struggle with John 3 because there’s so much to be found in it. I now believe 			it is one of the most difficult texts in all of the New Testament to deal with adequately.”





[image: ]D. John's Further Testimony (John 3:22-36) 

	

1.a.   Why would it be realistic for Nicodemus to struggle with understanding new birth?(Hint: consider the chronology of redemptive history)





b.   Conversely—why is it that we, far from the moniker “teachers of the law,” could grasp something so convoluted? (Hint of a hint: same hint applies)
c.  Does Jesus let him off the hook because of his limited Revelation?  Why?


A little outta place?

2.  Here’s a timely reminder: The Chapter Breaks Are Not Inspired!
It helps to look back at chapter 2 to see the direction & structure of John chapter 3:
[image: ]2:23 Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Festival, many people saw the signs he was performing and believed in his name.[d] 24 But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all people. 25 He did not need any testimony about mankind, for he knew what was in each person.
Why say this?
Chapter 3 begins a series of encounters Jesus has with others in which He probes more deeply than anyone has with them in that Jesus goes far beyond the apparent and external symptoms of unraveling that characterize their lives but to the root of their problem: Jesus defining their lives as opposed to a myriad of idols (as we shall see…& already know from our own hearts).
A Conversation with a Pharisee
3a.  Can you think of a modern-day Religious equivalent to Nicodemus (a Pharisee)?
  b.  How about a modern-day equivalent to the Sanhedrin?

4.  When did he come to find Jesus?  Propose 2 reasons he may have done so—justify each.


Many Christians (falsely) believe that Satan is capable of performing “signs & wonders”, but these are only “lying wonders,” clever trickery at best (2 Thess. 2:9).



 5.  Nicodemus actually aligns himself with a minority of orthodox Christians when he claims to recognize Jesus as being sent by God as a result of His performing signs.  What is the purpose of Christ’s miracles?
Consider the logic:  What if Satan could perform miracles—what would that do to Nicodemus’ rationale?Here’s the most pointed crime in regards to this: the Pharisees would later accuse Jesus of working miracles through the power of Satan! (Luke 11:15)


6.  There was a sense in which Nicodemus was recognizing Christ’s rabbinical credentials and preparing to welcome him into their club.  Does Jesus say “Thank you?”
Does he fall prey to His ego being stroked and his mission derailed?
Where does Jesus go with Nicodemus?
Notice how Jesus starts:  He says “Very truly I say to you…” What is Jesus saying by this?  Put this in modern terms:

7.  What, then, is the heart of the matter? Refer to this verse…
3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” John 3:3

Let's unpack this:
Jesus, in his incarnation, was presenting a radical breakthrough in the Kingdom of God; He was giving a divine ___________________ .  (Which word in the verse implies this?)  __________________
The ______________, in the final analysis, refers to our final abode--the new heaven 	and earth, where God's reign will be manifested.
In order to even see God's Kingdom, there is a necessary condition.  Define a "necessary condition" and identify the one Christ is talking about:


What did Nicodemus' think Jesus meant?


What does it mean to be "born again?"  Jesus clarifies…


By the way, how is the term "born again Christian" redundant?
With the claim "Be born again", plastic surgeon Dr. Kim made a divine, yet exaggerated, office ad using the "Creation of Adam" by Michelangelo.



ISTORICAL TIDBIT

In the mid-70's, Charles Colson was a political advisor to President Nixon.  He became embroiled in the Watergate scandal and was later converted to Christ.  His autobiography of these events is titled, "Born Again" (left).  He later started Prison Fellowship, a worldwide prison ministry and became known for his work as a Christian apologist until his death in 2012.






8. Did Jesus leave it at that?  No. What did Jesus do? 
 E_______________ the things of God to him using a familiar s____________!
Ever wonder why we have the old testament taking up the first (majority, mind you) part of Scripture?
HERE'S WHY: While the OT might appear as a preamble for the NT, you:
cannot understand the NT without it (provides REASON/CONTEXT)
[image: http://images.geekinsider.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/dumbledore.jpg]are missing the rest of the story (RESOLUTION/DENOUMENT) (bummer…imagine stopping Harry Potter with Dumbledore's "fall" or Star Wars with Episode 5--"a pox be upon thee!"…bleaker moments have rarely been spoken!)
9.  What did He say?
" 3:12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”
Q: Why say this?
A: Ever felt "out of the conversation" when someone made an inside reference?--this was a reference to Israel's past…familiar territory for a Jew--esp. a teacher of the law (*v.10), to bridge the OT's physical & spiritual events to the NT's physical & spiritual fulfillment!
[image: ][image: ][image: http://basecampelpaso.files.wordpress.com/2013/07/wpid-img_20130616_073359.jpg]NUMBERS 21:4 They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea,[c] to go around Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5 they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!” 6 Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died.
[image: http://www.danielbelldpm.com/files/1121/48315.jpg][image: http://www.asklubo.com/uploads/attachments/published/21/297/en/snake-bite.jpg]



What did God tell Moses to do in order to ease the affliction?

Sounds simple enough.  Did all obey? What does the text imply?


In other words, the people had to repent, swallow their pride, and look in faith to the object of their affliction in faith that God would heal them.  (Sound familiar?)
[image: ]The phrase "lifted up" has more than one meaning:  elsewhere it is used to mean exalted, here it means what?
[image: ]

What was Jesus' point for Nicodemus?


A Most Distorted Verse? 
10.  A Word on "Red Letter" debates…Mount Nebo - Madaba governorate - Jordan: the Brazen Serpent - sculpture by Italian artist Giovanni Fantoni - symbolizes the bronze serpent created by Moses in the wilderness and the cross upon which Jesus was crucified as the 'substitute serpent'

If you have a "Red- Letter" version, look   up John 3:16 in your Bible.  Which do you have?What does this imply?


[image: ]


If yours is not in red…does it make it any less God's Word?

What does this imply?


"Most commentators see John 3:16 as written by John [as opposed to spoken by Jesus] and I agree with that assessment.”



[image: ]



[image: ]11.  Why a most distorted verse?  Consider how it reads on the surface: What apparent idea would many people embrace?

Which idea would be harder to swallow--hence less popular?

How should we read it?
12. What it doesn't say…
	a. universalism: God did not love the "world" so as to save _______________.
This is a mockery of His covenant love…
b. pluralism: God did not love the "world" so as to provide _______________ saviors.
To provide even ONE means of salvation is more than we deserve…
13.  What it does say…
	a. God loved the world by sending His Son. (His love was shown through His sending His Son)
	b. God loved the world by sending His Son. (He came from the Father)
	c. God loved the world by sending His Son. (He sent the Son--the only Way) (vv.17,18)
14.  Why would anyone refuse to follow Jesus (think "look upon the bronze serpent on the staff and be healed")?
Hint: read the next 3 verses (vv. 19-21)…

[image: https://i.chzbgr.com/maxW500/4678407424/hE5564383/]
What does this do with the whole "inherent goodness of man" idea?

D. John's Further Testimony (John 3:22-36) 
1.  The Old is Made New.  Think back to our start in John.  Fill in these improvements from John the Baptist to Jesus….
	a. Water of purification  w____________
	b.  S__________ Moses lifted up  C__________ of Christ
	c.  J ________ the Baptist's ministry  J__________ ministry
2.  Focal Shift
	a. Who was baptizing in Judea?
	b. Whose ministry was growing?
	3. Andrew (Peter's brother) left John to follow Jesus, yet other disciples of John's remained loyal to John.  What emotion were they experiencing?  How can you tell?

John's Unexpected Response. What John says instructs us in many ways:

[image: ]27 To this John replied, “A person can receive only what is given them from heaven. 
A reminder of our p_________.
Application of James' "every good and perfect gift comes from above"
28 You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah but am sent ahead of him.’ 
God's vocational niche.
We are c________ servants
29 The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. 
A reminder of Jesus's p___________ (exalted Bridegroom).
Application of genuine humility (John was not only perturbed by Christ's popularity, He was also p____________)
30 He must become greater; I must become less.”   Why?
A question of Origin (v.31) Heaven is above Earth (Above all, in fact!)
Not an option--but a necessity
John heralded Christ's testimony about Himself

Jesus's Testimony
Jesus' message is unique to Him (John 1:5,11)
There are those whose eyes are o___________ to His message. (John 1:12)
Which doctrine does this reference?
How does this work?  
Rejoice in the Son
Read vv. 35 & 36.
Why was it, first and foremost, that we were delivered from wrath?

We cannot forget this—or else salvation becomes singular and selfward…


	













[image: http://diakonima.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/samaritan-woman-ceb11.jpg]John 4 
From Cana to Cana (John 2:1-4:54) continued 
Outline
E. A Samaritan Woman (John 4:1-42) 
F. A Royal Official in Cana (John 4:43-54)
Notes: 
The Woman at the Well
E. A Samaritan Woman (John 4:1-42)
	1.  A Contrast from the Nicodemus Narrative:
NICODEMUS							SAMARITAN WOMAN
  Pharisee, religious leader			POSITION		   irreligious/ immoral
              Jew				ETHNICITY			Samaritan
      Male				GENDER	    		   Female
     Came at night			        CIRCUMSTANCES		         midday meeting
[image: http://www.rapturechrist.com/mapisrael3g.gif]
ISTORICAL TIDBIT

When David became king, he conquered Jerusalem and made it the Nation’s capital—the place where his son, Solomon, would later build the Temple.  During Solomon’s reign the nation of Israel was divided into the northern Kingdom, Israel, and the southern kingdom, Judah.  The northern kingdom set up Samaria as their capital and, once defeated by the Assyrians in 722 BC, many Jews were deported and pagan peoples were brought in.  This mix of Jews and Gentiles eventually became the people group known as the Samaritans.






2.  Why were the Samaritans so hated by the Jews?
	a. Cultural blend = mix of religious practices = no good to Jews
	b. Rejected P__________ & P ____________: (particularly anything having to do with Jerusalem)
[image: https://www.lds.org/bc/content/shared/content/images/gospel-library/manual/34188/p-079-1.gif]	c. Set up Mt. Gerazim as central place of worship (unorthodox accord. to Jews)

ISTORICAL TIDBIT

Jews who traveled North & South actually refused to go through Samaria—but circumvented it, willing to endure an extra day or two and the inconvenience of crossing the Jordan river to add insult to injury.




					3.  A Divine Appointment
					a. Read 4: 3,4:  Which route did Jesus take?
b. What are 2 possible reasons for this?
		1.) E_____________: shortcut to reach destination in time.
2.) P ________________: Jesus seems to have a sense of what He wants to do to this community and His followers.
c. Where did Jesus find Himself sitting?  Why?
[image: File:Jacob's Well in 2013.jpg]

ISTORICAL TIDBIT

Jacob’s Well was dug 2000 years before Jesus and was considered sacred by the Jewish people.  After 2000 years of additional history—crusades, multiple buildings, and earthquakes, the well is housed by a Greek Orthodox church and, incidentally, still supplies water to this day!



4. A note about biblical timekeeping…
Therefore:
[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_3BFZkWRDtHk/S88OSQdcPaI/AAAAAAAAAcY/Kw7KfVuXWas/s1600/600_17511_lg.gif][image: http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/17400/17494/12oclock_17494_lg.gif]If the first hour is:			The sixth hour is about…noon.





5. Jesus was alone.  Why?  Was Jesus spoiled and lazy?

6. What can be learned about the woman who joins Jesus at the well merely based on her arrival time?  Was this normal—why?


[image: http://www.womeninthebible.net/Pottery1.JPG]7.  Jesus asks for water.  Explain her response (v.9). NOTE: Poor translation here (v. 9): the Jews dealt with Samaritans all the time (Jesus just sent the Disciples into town to deal with them!)  .What John means is that they do not share eating utensils or cups.  






So much happens here…let’s analyze this by means of an outline:
	a. NO HOLDS BARRED ( v.10): Jesus plunges to the heart of her issue and says, 
“If you knew Who you were talking to, you would drop everything and ask Me to give YOU a drink.”
	b. ONE SMALL PROBLEM (v. 11): 
11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water?
Jesus did not have on his person the normal stuff needed for drawing water from other’s wells (customarily brought during travel).
	c. JUST CHECKING (v. 12): 
12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”
She said she would not believe that anyone would be greater than Jacob—whose well had supplied water here for 2000 years…
	d. DEEPER MAGIC (vv. 13,14)  
13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
Jesus grants Jacob and his well its place, but presents eternally satisfying water.
Consider this moving scene from Lewis’ The Silver Chair:
[image: http://home.messiah.edu/%7Eak1284/aslanlucy.jpg][image: C.S. Lewis]“Are you not thirsty?" said the Lion. 
"I am dying of thirst," said Jill.
"Then drink," said the Lion.
"May I — could I — would you mind going away while I do?" said Jill.
The Lion answered this only by a look and a very low growl. And as Jill gazed at its motionless bulk, she realized that she might as well have asked the whole mountain to move aside for her convenience.
The delicious rippling noise of the stream was driving her nearly frantic.
"Will you promise not to — do anything to me, if I do come?" said Jill.
"I make no promise," said the Lion.
Jill was so thirsty now that, without noticing it, she had come a step nearer.
"Do you eat girls?" she said.
"I have swallowed up girls and boys, women and men, kings and emperors, cities and realms," said the Lion. It didn't say this as if it were boasting, nor as if it were sorry, nor as if it were angry. It just said it.
"I daren't come and drink," said Jill.
"Then you will die of thirst," said the Lion.
"Oh dear!" said Jill, coming another step nearer. "I suppose I must go and look for another stream then."
"There is no other stream," said the Lion.

― C.S. Lewis, The Silver Chair 
[image: http://25.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_lyri6bMGKP1r12xzlo1_500.png]







	e. APPLIANCE HUNTING: (v. 15)
15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.”

8.  What does the woman’s response reveal about what she was desperately seeking?

Have you ever overheard people say, “He is just seeking God” or describe a certain person’s activities as “searching for God”?  How should one square this with the fact that Scripture says “No one seeks God” (Romans 3:11) and the fact that the quest for God does not begin until conversion?

[image: http://previewcf.turbosquid.com/Preview/Content_2010_12_05__08_59_35/Coca-Cola_Vending_Machine_01.jpga645143b-c037-4b95-ba82-e3f41680fce7Larger.jpg]Aquinas explained it best: People spoken of as “seeking God” are actually not in search of God Himself.  They actually want peace, relief, comfort, release from their guilt—the list goes on.  A desperate hunger does not imply an active search for God as much as their need for the satisfaction only He can give. 
ISTORICAL TIDBIT


[image: ]



Personal Reflection: Do you ever find yourself looking for what God can give you rather than looking to know God Himself?  Consider your heart for a moment and write down what this looks like when it happens…








f.  A POKE IN THE EYE: (vv. 16-18)
16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”
17 “I have no husband,” she replied.
Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.”
9.  Jesus gets up close and personal by introducing what part of her life?
How does she feel about it?
What does she do to deal with where Jesus is going?




g.  LET’S CHANGE THE SUBJECT: (vv. 19,20)
19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”
Attempting to deflect the personal nature of where things are going, she asks a theological question—hoping Jesus would take the bait…
Does He?

h. A CENTRAL & PERSONAL THEOLOGY:WORSHIP: ( vv. 21-24)
21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”
Jesus did not mince words about who was correct:
	1.)  JEWS: worship Who they know (CORRECT)
Although what (major) part did & will many get wrong?

	2.)  SAMARITANS: agnostic at best (INCORRECT)
Although God is not beyond working in and through them….we shall see.
[image: http://blog.ncbaptist.org/renewingworship/files/2013/10/SpiritTruth.png]A Few Principles on Worship:	a.) Worship of the Father is t___________. It is through the Father we are called, through Christ we are reconciled to the Father and through the Spirit we are made alive.
b.) Worship is S_________________.  It comes from the depths of our souls and so what we worship reflects who we are.
c.) Worship is done in T__________.  All else is idolatry.  We are to worship God on His terms as He desires it.
	i. WHO IS THIS MAN?: (vv. 25, 26)
	25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”
26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.”
	10.  From avoidance to assessing He is a prophet, the Samaritan woman gets a rare treat.  What is it?Why would Jesus want to keep His Deity & Divine purposes under wraps in Jerusalem (for a time) yet reveal them in Samaria?


[image: http://www.shadesofcrimson.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/Ps-and-Qs-238x300.jpg]A PERCEPTIVE QUESTION






[image: http://www.lds.org/bc/content/bible-videos/videos/jesus-teaches-a-samaritan-woman/images/5-jesus-and-samaritan-woman-well4.jpg]11.  As you present the reality of Jesus and those to whom you are speaking tells you “Who are you to think you know the truth and tell me what to do with my life?” What could you say?


12.  When she came to the well she was embarrassed and tired of the most mundane tasks—what was her reaction to meeting Jesus?


What were the results?



	j.  NEEDLE STUCK:  The Disciples were slow to think beyond the physical:
		1.  They thought it strange to find him talking to a  w_____________. (But didn’t have the courage to question Him)
		2.  They also thought someone had brought Him f__________.  (Which they thought encroached on their having to go out and run their errands for their Rabbi)
Jesus’ response was metaphorical but it explained why He was there and how they were to help Him:
34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 35 Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36 Even now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 37 Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. 38 I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.”
Jesus’ zeal and passion was to do what the Father sent Him to do—even for those the world rejects.There’s a technical theological discipline out there called “textual criticism” and some skeptical scholars have tried to use this passage (particularly vv. 43-45) to prove that the Bible contains contradictions.  Did John contradict himself—in back to back sentences to boot?  How was Jesus both unwelcomed and welcomed in Galilee?  Ask Mr. E to explain and write his answer here:


F. A Royal Official in Cana (John 4:43-54)
13.  When it comes to this passage, I really like the nobleman and I often confuse the purity of its end with the rough patch at its beginning—that is, I see his motives in a pure light because of the faith-driven result.  Though his motive seems noble (what could be more pure than love for a child), what may have instigated his seeking Jesus?

14. How was he desperate?

[image: ]15. Why Jesus’ stern warning?
16.  There is evidence in the passage that the Nobleman separated sharply Christ’s words about his son and Christ’s words about Himself (salvation):
	a. The nobleman ignored the theological point Christ brought up and f__________ on what Christ could do for his son.
	b. The man b____________Christ’s words regarding his son…(v. 50) (PHYSICAL HEALING)
How do we know?
	c.  The man b_______________ in Christ’s  Messiahship  (v. 53b) (SPIRITUAL HEALING)
17.  Is there a difference in belief?  
One sees Jesus for what He can _______, the other sees Jesus for who He ______.
Do you see why John wrote things this way?  It serves to promote Christ and His purposes in contrast for how He was mistaken for a temporary fix rather than the eternal Redeemer—this Messiah is the true Jesus we believe in, this is why we call ourselves Christians!

	











John 5

Outline
IV. In Jerusalem Near a Feast (John 5:1-47) 
A. A Healing at the Pool of Bethesda (John 5:1-15) 
B. Jesus, the Sabbath and the Father (John 5:16-47)

Notes:
1.  We are reminded as to how different John’s Gospel is (non-synoptic theological reflection that dwells on Jesus’ last weeks as opposed to a chronology of events of His entire ministry)
	2.  The trouble Jesus stirs amongst the Jewish leaders is evident here.
3.  Jesus is not just a miracle worker. His miracles reveal who he is and challenge people to believe in him.
It’s me again…with more textual criticism stuff.  Believe it or not, though we have hundreds—even thousands of copies from the original manuscripts of Scripture, this is an unusual passage from a scholarly point of view.  The best manuscripts do not include verse 4….and so present the possibility that the angelic stirring of the pool is actually more representative of local superstition than Biblical truth.  It is possible that the pool was acting like an artesian well and filling up on occasion with water with therapeutic characteristics and so mystical explanations may have beat out scientific explanation.

A. A Healing at the Pool of Bethesda (John 5:1-15) 
[image: ]
1.  What kind of people are lying around the pool at Bethesda? (v. 3)


2. Jesus singles out one man who has been an invalid for thirty‐eight years! What question does Jesus ask him? (v. 6)  What could Jesus possibly be thinking to even ask such a question to a man so infirm?

3. Based on the invalid’s reply in verse seven, what is your impression of this man’s intentions for Jesus?

4. How does Jesus respond to him? (vv. 8–9a)




5. According to the Jews, this healing causes a problem. What is it? (vv. 9b–10)



[image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTsis8EOWqxUYrNv7fhhl4U0fElhiPpmd2nFG2FT80sJF3Oh-nLRQ]
Rabbi’s, during the Intertestamental  period,  formulated (to be read “added”) 39 laws to the Sabbath observance in their zeal to uphold the law ….and the one they were citing was the very last one—forbidding Jews to carry something from place to place (Sproul, 79)

ISTORICAL TIDBIT





6. Why is their concern off‐base?   






7.  Read Lk. 13:14–17 where a similar event causes a stir.  There are so many things wrong with the response of the Pharisees.  List a few:





8. For a second time Jesus seeks out the healed man, this time because he is concerned about a much more important problem. What is this problem? (v. 14; 3:16–18) 

9. The response of the healed man is much more subtle and understated than that of the Samaritan woman.  Theologians believe he never embraced Christ as Saviour—but merely enjoyed the benefits of experiencing His power.  If this is the case--how is Christ’s warning both appropriate and sobering in regards to this man?





Personal Reflection: Think about what you reflected on the last time (You may need to page back).  Pray specifically how  to reconsider who Jesus is and beyond what he can co for you in this area. 









B. Jesus, the Sabbath and the Father (John 5:16-47)
[image: http://blog.beliefnet.com/stevenwaldman/files/import/assets_c/2009/09/benjamin%20franklin-thumb-250x318-7963.jpg]
Deism believes that reason and the observation of the natural world is enough to prove the existence of a Creator, but it rejects the authority of supernatural revelation (eg. Scripture) and God’s personal involvement in everyday affairs.  It is the unfortunate intellectual child of the Age of Enlightenment and had significant influence on our Founding Fathers and their work.





ISTORICAL TIDBIT







10. Jewish religious tradition taught that God was the only one who was above the Law, and who was “allowed” to work on the Sabbath (holding the Creation together and sustaining life). What is Jesus revealing about his identity when he chooses to heal the disabled man on the Sabbath? (vv. 17–18, 21, 26).  



Furthermore, how is Christ’s defense simple but profound?


11.  What proves that the Jews understood Jesus’ point?  




Do you see the irony here?

The God of the universe, through Whom all things were made and have their being and are sustained, was mistaken for committing a capital crime which He did defending Himself from their first accusation (breaking the Sabbath—a rest day He inaugurated for man) they deemed worthy of death.

12.  Here we come to the heart of the passage:


[image: ]19 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed. 21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.

Here we begin to see God in community….What?   What doctrine am I talking about?

[image: http://tlcmcclure.org/trinity.gif]What if I told you that we need to make a distinction within the Trinity here?  We need to distinguish between what theologians call the Ontological Trinity and the Economic Trinity.
These are not two distinct groups of 3—but two perspectives on the three persons of One Triune God.
Consider: 	the ONTOLOGICAL TRINITY			the ECONOMIC TRINITY
	           relates to being (“ontos”)		   relates to function (“oikos-nomos”)
	            a description of Who God is	    a description of roles of each person within the Godhead
God is Three in One                                  The Father calls & sends the Son. The Son redeems and the Spirit applies that redemption to us.
How, then, should we make sense of this passage?

	a. Jesus can only do what the F____________ permits.  We call this S______________ of the Son to the Father.

While the Son is equal to the Father in power, glory, and being, He submits to the will of the Father.

Besides all of the benefits of Redemption, what unique thing among gods does this provide us?

	b.  Jesus sees that all the Father does is out of L________ for the Son.

Jewish religious tradition referred to God as Father in the general sense of Creator or Father of all humanity.  Jesus, however, speaks about God as Father in a much more intimate way.

	c.  The Father, the giver of life will show greater things---namely r________________.
	
	d.  The Father has not done away with judgment, but has d_______________ it to the Son.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-GAInjeJUmOk/TndgtF9SX8I/AAAAAAAAA9A/FXo9KxH_46g/s1600/200%2BNo%2Bappointment%2Bneeded%2B-%2BStephen%2BSawyer.jpg]So much for a namby-pamby Jesus who looks like Fabio with a mullet and is a sweetie pie!!







13.  What does the last point(above) mean for the very ones Jesus is talking to?




What implications does it have for those who say “We can believe anything we want about reality”…or “we can reach God however we want to” or “God won’t mind as long as we believe in something genuinely”?





14. In verses 28–29 Jesus is speaking about the resurrection that will happen at the end of human history. Everyone will “hear his voice” and be raised.
Who will hear His voice?
Who will be raised?
15.   How does unbelief give birth to evil?


16.  What amazes you about Jesus from this passage?





Personal Reflection: Meditate on verse 24.
What does it mean that eternal life is guaranteed?
How do your lifestyle and worldview look more like “life” rather than “death” now that you have “crossed over from death to life”?
Have you heard and believed in Jesus? If not, you can pray in faith right now.







[image: http://thesanhedrin.net/en/images/a/a8/SanhedrinSession.jpg]

Biblical Jewish law was very strict when it came to capital crimes.  The suspect was tried at the city gate in the presence of the judges of the land.  The testimony of two witnesses had to confirm guilt and false testimony was itself a capital crime.

ISTORICAL TIDBIT






16. Read verse 31.  Wait.  I thought you….what about this whole “I AM God” thing?  How could He, who will over numerous occasions proclaim His Messiah-ship, say that His self-attesting counted for nothing?

[image: http://fireofthylove.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/icon-of-john-the-baptist.gif]Witnesses to Christ (5:31-47)
Intro: There are four witnesses Christ calls on to corroborate His testimony:
Witness #1: J____________ the B_______________ (vv. 32-36) 
17.  How did John accomplish this task?

Witness #2: M_____________. (vv. 36-37a)
18.  How did these works accomplish this task?


Witness #3: The F_____________. (vv. 37b-38)
19.  How did He accomplish this task?


Witness #4: The S_____________. (v. 39)
20.  How did they accomplish this task?


21.  Why is it that many read the Scriptures, but do not believe? (hint: v. 40ff)


22. If Jesus is not now accusing—who is their accuser?  What was Jesus saying about Moses?

What indictment was He saying against the Jews?  

How did Moses write about Jesus? (use our study of Genesis & Exodus to identify aspects!)
[image: http://www.catholicsistas.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/jesus-walking-on-water-benjamin-mcpherson1%28pp_w450_h343%29.jpg]John 6 
Outline
V. In Galilee Near the Passover (John 6:1-71) 
A. Feeding the Five Thousand (John 6:1-15) 
B. Walking on the Water (John 6:16-21) 
C. Teaching the Crowds (John 6:22-71)
Notes

Jesus' ministry shifts radically from Jerusalem to Galilee.

Jesus brings into focus the difference between belief & unbelief.

 This chapter connects richly events of the OT to Jesus' person and work
[image: http://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/6f62a23cda.jpg]


The Sea of Galilee, where Jesus finds Himself in chapter 6, has gone by many names.  In the OT, it was called the Sea of Chinnereth (Num 34:11).  It is also called Lake Gennesaret (Lk. 5:1) and the Sea of Tiberius (v. 1) (Sproul, 100)

ISTORICAL TIDBIT




NOTE: this is the only miracle of Jesus that is recorded in all four Gospels!

A. Feeding the Five Thousand (John 6:1-15) 
1. Why is the crowd following Jesus? (v. 2)


2. How does Jesus see the crowd that approaches him? (v. 3-5; Mk. 6:34; Lk. 9:11)



3. Jesus “already had in mind what he was going to do” (v. 6) to provide for the hungry crowd.
a. Why does he question Philip? (v. 6)

b. What do Jesus’ question and Philip’s response make clear about their situation? (vv. 5, 7)



c. What do you think Jesus wants Philip and the other disciples to understand about his power to care for the crowd?



d.  Who shows up with a small flare of possible faith?  How do we know Andrew had as much faith as Philip?



The loaves in the boy’s lunch were specified by John as barley loaves.  This means that they would have been the lowest quality bread possible –and they probably rivaled a Twinkie in size.

ISTORICAL TIDBIT


[image: ]

To put things into perspective:
[image: http://imgace.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/charlton-heston-as-moses-with-twinkie-tablets.jpg]
[image: http://i1.ytimg.com/vi/pzaQjS1JstY/maxresdefault.jpg]

[image: http://www.openclipart.org/image/250px/svg_to_png/list-not-equals.png][image: http://4vector.com/i/free-vector-tango-style-equals_100393_tango_style_equals.png][image: http://thebiblepoet.files.wordpress.com/2009/07/five-loaves.jpg]







4.  Jesus had the people sit down…why?  What season was it? (v. 10 gives us a clue…if v.4 didn’t already!)  What holy season was it?  (we will find significance later….)



5.  How many people were (most likely) present?  How do we know?



6.  What did Jesus do before He performed the miracle?


7.  Did everyone have enough to eat?  In what ways is Jesus demonstrating Himself to be the “Bread from Heaven”?

	a.  All were fed to their fullest s_____________________.
	
	b.  The amount of food e________________ their needs.

	c.  Which OT event does this hint of?  M_____________ in the w_______________.
[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-LXGrquR2O-Q/Tuk8xgN3LtI/AAAAAAAABVs/GtahzX1CITQ/s1600/WithoutTheBreadOfLife.jpg]

ISTORICAL TIDBIT

The nineteenth century German theologian, Heinrich Paulus, was perhaps one of the greatest critics of Christ’s miracles as he attributed naturalistic explanations for all of them.  The height of this folly was in his explaining away the feeding of the 5000 by postulating a secret store of bread which Jesus and his disciples prepared in a cave beforehand and surreptitiously distributed to the multitude.



[image: ]Ahh…I see the pun—do you see the error?



8.  Read Deuteronomy 18:15–18.

a. What is it about the feeding of the 5,000 that makes the people think that Jesus is “the Prophet who is to come into the world” (v. 14)? (Ex. 16:4–8)


b. Are the people right in thinking that Jesus is the Prophet?


c. What do they want to do? (v. 15)



5. What do they not understand about Jesus? (1:1; 5:19; Mt. 20:28)




6. Why does Jesus withdraw instead of reveal himself as the king he is? (7:3–6; 18:36)

B. Walking on the Water (John 6:16-21) 

7. Jesus’ disciples leave for Capernaum by boat without him.
a. What are the conditions on the lake? (vv. 17b–19a)

b. How does Jesus join his disciples in the boat? (v. 19b) How might this have contributed to their fear?  Which nature of Christ is shining through here?



More linguistic at its core--but it affects how we interpret Jesus' words here.  When Jesus says His "I am" statements, He is saying "I am, I am"--ego eimi in Greek.  When He says "It is I" (6:20), He is saying the same thing--and the disciples, Greek scholars and now you, know Jesus is proclaiming His deity-the I AM who I AM!





c. How does Jesus respond to the disciples’ fear?



What do Jesus’ control over the water and his concern for his 
disciples say about who he is? (Ex. 14:21–22; Job 9:8; 
Ps. 77:16–20; Is. 43:1–3a)



[image: ]
"Oceans (Where Feet May Fail)"

62 | Page

You call me out upon the waters
The great unknown where feet may fail
And there I find You in the mystery
In oceans deep
My faith will stand

And I will call upon Your name
And keep my eyes above the waves
When oceans rise
My soul will rest in Your embrace
For I am Yours and You are mine

Your grace abounds in deepest waters
Your sovereign hand
Will be my guide
Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me
You've never failed and You won't start now

So I will call upon Your name
And keep my eyes above the waves
When oceans rise
My soul will rest in Your embrace
For I am Yours and You are mine

Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders
Let me walk upon the waters
Wherever You would call me
Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander
And my faith will be made stronger
In the presence of my Savior
[x6]

I will call upon Your Name
Keep my eyes above the waves
My soul will rest in Your embrace
I am Yours and You are mineHillsong United ~ Oceans (Where Feet May Fail) [Acoustic] [Live At Elevate]


Personal Reflection: The crowd needed food and Jesus miraculously fed them. The disciples were terrified and Jesus calmed their fears. More than that, Jesus sought to reveal himself to them. Describe a particular circumstance in which God revealed himself to you and carried you through the storm.









C. Teaching the Crowds (John 6:22-71)
9.  What do we know, thus far, about these people who have followed Jesus to Capernaum? (6:1–2, 10–11,14–15, 24)



a.. Why is the crowd curious about how and when (& how--really!)  Jesus got to Capernaum? (6:22–25)



10. In verses 26–27, Jesus responds indirectly to the people.
a. What would a direct answer reveal--in other words, What if He had said, "I walked"? (6:16–21; Mk. 6:45–54)


b. Who is Jesus saying he is? (v. 27; Daniel 7:13–14)



c. Do you think a miraculous sign would have convinced these people to believe Jesus was who he said he was? Why or why not?



d. Why does Jesus respond the way he does?







12. Jesus wants to satisfy the crowd, but this time he offers something better than the multiplied loaves and fish (6:11).
a. What are the people looking for? (vv. 26, 30–31)

b. What is he offering? (v. 27; * Is. 55:1–3; Matt. 5:6)

c. More specifically, what is he offering them? (vv. 32–35)



13. If we follow what Jesus is saying, the way to “work” for “food that endures to eternal life” is to:
 (v. 29)

[image: ]

14. Jesus is the “true bread from heaven” (v. 32), sent from the Father, that “produces and sustains everlasting life.” William Hendriksen, The Gospel of John. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1953), p. 231.
a. What will Jesus do so that the people can have this “bread”? (Jn. 6:51; Mt. 16:21)


b. While the crowd says they want this bread, what do they refuse to do? (v. 36)


c. What proved to be a barrier to the Galileans’ believing in Jesus? (vv. 41, 42;  Jn. 1:11; Lk. 4:24)


15. What is guaranteed to those who believe in Jesus? (vv. 37b, 39, 40)




16. Jesus often refers to his Father when he teaches.
a. In what ways does Jesus describe God the Father’s activity?

v. 27

vv. 32–33

v. 37a
b. In what ways does Jesus describe God the Father’s will?

v. 39

v. 40

17. Some say “seeing is believing,” and yet Jesus said to this crowd, “you have seen me and still you do not believe” (v. 36). 

Personal Reflection: Write a short testimony of the miraculous work God did in your life that enabled you to see Jesus and believe in Him. You may want to consider verse 37 and 1 Peter 1:8, 9.












18. Review verses 41–42.


The doctrine described here is the doctrine of "total inability."  Jesus uses a universal negative to declare that no one has the moral ability to come to God on their own.

a. What are the Jews grumbling about?

b. How does Jesus respond? (vv. 43–46)



19. Who are the only ones who can come to Jesus? (vv. 44–45) 



















Let's go over the Reformation's precious doctrinal Acronym:
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-I4bPpkrrN7k/ToibaJsjFBI/AAAAAAAAEYw/RPVYwyKokI8/s1600/john_calvin.jpg]


T ____________ ___________________

“All of me (eg. heart, mind, will) is affected by sin, therefore I am unable to come to God on my own”

U________________ ________________


Hyper-Calvinism is a technical historical term from the 18th century describing folks who believed the unbiblical notion that one should only evangelize (ie. Preach the Gospel and offer its benefits to) those in whom you see evidences of election. Nothing could be more wrong! (Piper, sermon: 10 effects of believing 5 point Calvinism)


“God has elected, based solely upon the counsel of his own will, some for glory and others for damnation” (Romans 9:15, 21)

L ____________________ __________________

“Christ’s death atoned for the elect” (the invisible Church)				         


I ____________________ _________________

“Men come to Christ in salvation when the Father calls them inwardly 			     (John 6:44), and the very Spirit of God leads God's beloved to repentance” 	            (Romans 8:14)

P _____________________ ____ ____ _______________

[image: ]“Those called and justified will certainly be glorified (Romans 8:28–39). The work 	                          of sanctification which God has brought about in his elect will continue until it 	           reaches its fulfillment in eternal life (Phil. 1:6). Christ assures the elect that he 		     will not lose them and that they will be glorified at the "last day"” (John 6:39)






[image: http://honeyandlocusts.files.wordpress.com/2012/06/baconist.jpg?w=640]20. In chapter 6 we read the first of seven “I am…” statements in John (vv. 35, 48, 51).
a. When Jesus says this, who is he deliberately echoing? (Ex. 3:14)




b. What does Jesus call himself in this passage? (vv. 48, 51)


21. Jesus claims to be superior to the manna in the wilderness. Read Exodus 16:11–15 and make the following comparisons in the chart below.
[image: ]

22. Even Jesus’ disciples found his teaching hard (v. 60).
a. What does Jesus say we must do to have life? (vv. 53–54)



b. In what other ways has Jesus described how we obtain eternal life in this Gospel?

3:3–5

4:13–14

6:47–51

c. All of these are pictures of what is clearly stated in verse 47. What does it say?



23. Why are the Jews so offended by the command in verse 53? (Lev. 17:10–12)



24. Why are even many of Jesus’ disciples offended? (vv. 60–65)




25. Define the word “grumble.”




26. When the Israelites (Num. 11:4‐6), Jews (6:41‐43), and disciples (v. 61) do not believe, they grumble. What is the result of this grumbling? (vv. 64, 66; * Num. 11:18‐20, 33)






Personal Reflection: Think of a time when you found yourself grumbling. What was it you failed to believe? Describe it below…













27. How are all three persons of the Trinity involved in giving life? (vv. 57, 51, 63)


28. Many of Jesus’ disciples turn back and no longer follow him. Why does Peter say the Twelve will not turn back (vv. 68-69) 



[image: http://www.hollywoodjesus.com/movie/gospel_of_john/15a.jpeg]John 7
Outline: VI. In Jerusalem Near the Feast of Tabernacles (John 7:1-10:21) 
A. Leaving for Jerusalem (John 7:1-13) 
B. Teaching the Jews (John 7:14-8:59) 

1. Why is Jesus choosing to stay in Galilee and not go back south to Judea? (v. 1)



2. What has Jesus said and done that has made some of the Jews so angry?

5:16–18

6:51–52

7:7


3. The religious authorities think that they have a valid reason for putting Jesus to death. What is it?
(Deut. 13:1–5)



4. What does the Feast of Tabernacles commemorate and how is it to be celebrated? (Lev. 23:33–36, 39–43; Deut. 16:13–15)





5. According to Jesus’ brothers, why should Jesus go up to the Feast? (vv. 3, 4)




6. Jesus resists his brothers’ urging to go to the Feast and show himself to the world because “the right time for me has not yet come” (vv. 6, 8). What does he mean? (v. 1; 5:19–20; 13:1; Acts 2:22–23)




7. Everyone at the Feast seems to have an opinion about Jesus. Who is saying what? (vv. 11–13)





8. Even though Jesus decides to go up to the feast later and “in secret” (v. 10), he teaches publicly in the
temple. How do the religious authorities react to his teaching? (v. 15)





9. Despite his lack of formal education, Jesus asserts that he is indeed a true prophet. What is the difference between a true prophet and a false prophet (vv. 16, 18)?





10. What does Jesus promise to those who are willing to step out in faith and “do God’s will” (v. 17)?





11. For what does Jesus condemn these very religious Jews? (v. 19)






12. Jesus shows that he can dialogue brilliantly with the religious authorities on the finer points of Jewish legal interpretation (vv. 21–23).
a. What are they angry about? (v. 23b; 5:1–11)


b. How does Jesus defend himself on this point? (vv. 22–23)



c. The Jewish leaders’ problem is not a lack of religious knowledge. What does Jesus say is their real
problem? (v. 24)



13. In today’s passage, notice how many people are judging Jesus by mere appearances. Jesus commands the crowd to “make a right judgment” (v. 24). What does making a right judgment about Christ look like?   (Consider 2:11; 3:29–30; 4:42, 50; 6:68–69)







Personal Reflection: We are bombarded day in and day out by what we see and experience. What does making a right judgment about Christ look like on a daily basis for you?








14. There is much confusion at the feast in Jerusalem about who Jesus is. Why do some of the Jews think he can’t possibly be the Messiah? (vv. 27, 41–42; * Micah 5:2)




15. What more do we know about where Jesus was from as a man in the flesh (i.e. where he was born and grew up)? (Matt. 1:1; 2:1, 13–15, 19–23)




16. Jesus could have told them this.
a. Why do you think he doesn’t?



b. What does he say instead that he has been saying all along? (vv. 28, 29, 33;*3:13; 5:36–38; 6:38, 57)




17. Why do many put their faith in him even though they’re confused about his earthly origin? (v. 31)



18. How do the religious leaders react to the whispered remarks that Jesus may actually be the Messiah? (v. 32)






19. Jesus must have really felt his hour approaching as he spoke the words in verses 33 and 34. How do the Jews try to make sense out of what he says? (v. 35)


[image: http://mymorningmeditations.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/draw-water.jpg]
ISTORICAL TIDBIT



Jesus is at the Feast of Tabernacles. Every morning during the seven days of this harvest festival, a priestly procession went down to the pool of Siloam and drew water in a golden pitcher. They would then go back up to the Temple and march around the altar seven times, pouring the water into a funnel on the side of the altar. The water flowed around the base of the altar as the Temple choir sang. This was a celebration of thanks to God for the rain that made the harvest possible. Osborne, Grant R. The Gospel of John. Cornerstone Biblical Commentary. (Carol Stream: Tyndale, 2007), 120.



















20. Look closely at verses 37–39.
a. Who is the living water Jesus speaks of? (v. 39)



b. What makes someone want living water? (v. 37; 4:10–14; Jer. 2:13)



c. How can living water flow from us? (vv. 38–39)



d. What difference does it make in your life today that you have the Holy Spirit?




21. The temple guards return, having not arrested Jesus. Why? (vv. 30, 45–46)


22. What appeal does Nicodemus make to the Pharisees? (v. 51) How do they respond? (v. 52)






23. What do we learn about the Pharisees from these verses? (vv. 45–52)
What do you think is their problem?








24. What keeps Nicodemus from being like the other Pharisees? (vv. 50, 37–38)
Look again at 3:5–7. What is his, and our, only hope?
























[image: http://ijony45.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/woman-caught-in-adultery_prifile1.jpg?w=1440&h=400&crop=1]John 8
Outline: VI. In Jerusalem Near the Feast of Tabernacles (John 7:1-10:21) 
A. Leaving for Jerusalem (John 7:1-13) 
B. Teaching the Jews (John 7:14-8:59) 

1. As Jesus begins to teach in the temple courts, the Pharisees bring before him a woman caught in adultery (v. 3). What must this have been like for her? (You may want to review what you learned about the Samaritan woman in Jn. 4:7–18. * Mt. 1:18–19)



2. The teachers and Pharisees present themselves as very concerned about the keeping of God’s laws.
a. Paraphrase the law they are asking Jesus’ opinion on. (v. 5; Deut. 22:22–24)



b. Ironically, whom did the Pharisees fail to bring to Jesus?



3. What is the real purpose behind the question in verse 5? (v. 6)





4. The religious leaders clearly see the sinfulness of the woman’s behavior. What does Jesus want them to see about themselves? (v. 7)







5. Jesus’ interaction with the teachers has dramatically altered the woman’s situation (vv. 4–5a, 10–11).
a. What does Jesus declare about her? (v. 11b)




Personal Reflection: How would you feel if Jesus said this to you?









b. What does Jesus command her to do? (v. 11c)




[bookmark: _GoBack]c. Does the order of what Jesus says to her surprise you? Why or why not?









1 Your Bible may mention that 7:53—8:11 is not in the oldest and most reliable manuscripts. Scholarly commentators handle this differently but even if the account of this event did not appear in the early manuscripts, there is no reason to believe it did not happen.


This section most likely occurred during the Feast of Tabernacles (Jn. 7:2). One elaborate part of this feast had to do with the lighting of lamps.2



6. In John 6:30–31, the people demanded a sign from Jesus like that of manna, and he says, “I am the bread of life” (6:35). In the midst of this feast, how does Jesus now identify himself? (v. 12)





7. This use of light to describe God is not new. Write how each passage helps explain what Jesus means when he calls himself the light of the world.
Ex. 13:18–22; 

Ps. 43:3


Is. 9:2; 


Jn. 1:4


Is. 60:19–20


Rev. 21:22–24



8. In verses 14 and 21, Jesus talks about going away.
a. What do the Jews think he is talking about? (v. 22)



b. What is Jesus talking about? (Jn. 14:1–2, 28; 16:28)




9. As Jesus teaches the people he is very clear about what is at stake.
a. What are the benefits of following (or believing in) him? (vv. 12, 19)



b. What is the cost of rejecting him? (vv. 19, 24)





10. The Gospel of John clearly highlights that the purpose, power and passion of Jesus’ life came from his relationship with his Father. What does Jesus say about his relationship with his Father in verses 14–30?


11.  Jesus is still in the temple and is teaching those who claim to “believe” in him. What is the difference between mere belief and genuine faith? (vv. 31–32; Jn. 6:60, 66–69)




12. These Jewish listeners are proud of the status that comes from being the descendants of Abraham. How did Abraham live a life of genuine faith?
Gen. 12:1–5


Heb. 11:8–11


Gen. 15:4–6


Rom. 4:18–22


Heb. 11:17–19



13. These listeners may be Abraham’s physical descendants, but how are they showing that they are not truly Abraham’s children? (vv. 37c, 39–40; 5:37–43)



14. What claim do they make? (v. 41b)
Why does Jesus reject it? (v. 42)




15. Who does Jesus say their real father is, and what is he like? (v. 44; * 2 Cor. 11:13–15)





16. How has the devil been a murderer and a liar from the beginning? (Gen. 3:1–13; Rom. 5:12; 1 Cor. 15:21–22;* Gen. 4:6–8; 1 Jn. 3:12)




17. How are Jesus’ listeners behaving like their true father? (vv. 37–38, 40a, 44)




18. What is another problem they have, and what causes it? (vv. 43, 47; 5:39–40)



19. Jesus describes them as “slaves of sin” (v. 34). Why is this such a fitting description of their overall spiritual condition?





20. What is Jesus, the Son, willing to do? (vv. 34–36)



21. Jesus says, “You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (v. 32). What three aspects of the truth set us free from our terrible slavery to sin?
a. 14:6



b. 8:26, 28, 40



c. Rom. 5:6–8, 18–19; 6:17–18




Personal Reflection: Do you see yourself as a slave to sin or freed to be a slave to righteousness.  If the former, pray to be set free today by the truth (write a bit of your prayer below) If you are set free, describe one way in which you have been set free.








 






VI. In Jerusalem Near the Feast of Tabernacles (John 7:1-10:21) 
A. Leaving for Jerusalem (John 7:1-13) 
B. Teaching the Jews (John 7:14-8:59) 
C. Healing and Teaching (John 9:1-10:21)
VII. In Jerusalem Near the Feast of Dedication (John 10:22-42) 
VIII. Near and in Jerusalem Near Passover (John 11:1-12:50) 
A. Raising the Dead (John 11:1-44) 
B. Plotting to Kill Jesus (John 11:45-57) 
C. Anointing at Bethany (John 12:1-8) 
D. The Triumphal Entry (John 12:9-19) 
E. Reacting Gentiles (John 12:20-36) 
F. Reacting Jews (John 12:37-50)
[image: ]IX. Jesus' Ministry to His Disciples (John 13:1-17:26) 
A. Foot Washing and Betrayal Foretold (John 13:1-38) 
B. Farewell Discourse (John 14:1-16:33) 
C. Intercessory Prayer (John 17:1-26)
X. The Ministry Reaches Its Climax (John 18:1-20:31) 
A. Jesus' Arrest and Trial (John 18:1-19:16) 
B. Jesus' Crucifixion, Death and Burial (John 19:17-42) 
C. Jesus' Resurrection and Appearances (John 20:1-31)
[image: ]XI. Epilogue (John 21:1-25) 
A. Miracle at the Sea (John 21:1-14) 
B. The Confirmation of Peter (John 21:15-19) 
C. The Beloved Disciple (John 21:20-23) 
D. Closing Remarks (John 21:24-25) 








Jesus' Witnesses: His First Disciples (John 1:35-51) 
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