ASH WEDNESDAY

February 14, 2018
INTRODUCTION

· Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent – 40 days of Lent preparation.  Traditionally, Christians mark their foreheads with ash on this day.  The result is a group of people with dark smudges on their faces.  Why?  What’s the point?

I. ASH WEDNESDAY REMINDS US WE ARE MORTAL.

· Genesis 18: 27—“And Abraham replied, "Now behold, I have ventured to speak to the Lord, although I am but dust and ashes.”  Ash Wednesday reminds us of who we are, we are not God.  We are mortal, we will not live forever.  One day someone will stand over our grave and say “We commit they body to the ground - ashes to ashes, dust to dust.”  The wages of sin is death. 
· Ash Wed. is a walk through the *graveyard. 100 years from now – all new people. No one here will remain. It is sobering for me to see ashes on my wife’s, my children’s foreheads. 

·  Psalm 100—“Know that the LORD Himself is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves.” Ash Wednesday puts us in our place.  Ash Wed. is a walk through the grave yard but it also a walk in the mountains. It teaches us our smallness. We stand before the towering mountains of God’s greatness. He made us, NOT we ourselves. He numbers our days… we do not. 

· President Teddy Roosevelt entertained diplomatic guests at the White House. He would take them out to the back lawn at the end of the day. As the president stood gazing at the night sky, all eyes would eventually be cast heavenward. In his day, the vast array of stars was not dimmed by the city lights, and the magnificent display of God's brilliant creation would overcome them. After a long moment, Mr. Roosevelt would say, "Gentlemen, I believe we are small enough now. Let's go to bed."

II. ASH WEDNESDAY REMINDS US WE ARE SINNERS.

· Ashes on the forehead us a way of admitting – I am not clean; I am the chief of sinners.  I am the leper who would yell “unclean, unclean.”  I am the wretch who needs amazing grace.  Job 42:6—“Therefore I retract, and I repent in dust and ashes."  Lent is a season to focus on your heart.  Ask hard questions about your spiritual health.  What are my besetting sins?  What idols capture my devotions and draw my affections away from Jesus?  
· We always see what is wrong with other people. This is part of our daily diatribe grumbling about the faults and failures of others. We do not see ourselves. 
· The NY Times once sent out a query to famous authors and thinkers of the time-years ago. The question was “What is wrong with the world today?” GK Chesterton replied to the query “Dear Sir, I am. Yours GK Chesterton. --- It’s me Oh Lord, standing in the need of prayer. 

· “Create in me a clean heart O God” – is our prayer. It is a time retract the pointing, wagging finger of blame and condemnation and say…It is me…It is me. I am. I am the chief sinner. I repent in dust and ashes. 
III. ASH WEDNESDAY REMINDS US OF OUR HOPE.

I Corinthians 15:49 “Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.” 

· The ashes are placed in the shape of the cross. This reminds us that our sin is no longer held to our account. There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  There perfect obedience of Christ has been imputed to us and God regards us as He does His own beloved Son.  This reminds us that our mortality is not the last word about us.  That the mortal will be raised to immortality because of the resurrection of Jesus.

· Years ago, I went with Ray to visit a man in our church who was dying.  Ray prayed for this man, held their hand then what he did next shocked me... He bent over his bed and kissed him on the forehead.  

A month after this, I went to see another man church member dying in the hospital day. I held his hands, prayed with him... look into his fearful eyes...he was so afraid – I bent over and kissed him on the forehead.  

When we put the ashes on your head tonight we will be declaring your frailty, your mortality, declaring you to be a sinner, but it is done in the sign of the cross – the kiss of the gospel. So when you receive the ashes you walk away marked to remind you that in Christ you are marked by his affection, his righteousness, marked as one who has eternal LIFE… For Ash Wed. raises our eyes to look to Easter, the resurrection and all things new. 

------
Invite SERVERS 

…on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 

“This is my body which is for you… …” In the same way 

also he took the cup,…  saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood. Do this… …in remembrance of me.” 

 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, 

you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.”
· Invitation and fencing – This table is for those who belong to Christ. I am a follower Jesus. If you are not a follower of Jesus. Then please do not come. If you are not married you would not want others to think you are married. Don’t be fake be authentic. Instead of coming – become a Christian read the prayers in the bulletin. Get married to Jesus.  
· Instructions – come forward for the imposition of ashes, and proceed to receive the supper/ Prayer. Encourage you to leave the Ashes on all day. You are marked by his affection. Reminding yourself who you are. Reminding the world to whom you belong. 
