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RZIM: “I, Isaac, Take you, Rebekah”   Genesis 24
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4 Biblical Principles to guide what you look for in a mate  

Genesis 24:10-27

Intro

1. How do we know Abraham trusted Eliezer?  Share two evidences of this from the passage.

2. Dr. Zacharias shared a few original poems…which metaphor for love can you best relate to/find to be your favorite?


a.  onion/lizard (not what you expected)

c.  indigestion

b.  all things good




d.  girl had to break the ice

3. “Anyone who violates the Word of God will only end up proving the Word of God—not breaking it.”  Why is this true?

4. Finish the quotes: “If you take those first few words, ‘In the beginning _______’, then the rest is possible." AW Tozer
“More consequences in life and conduct follow from the belief of ________ more than any other belief.”  Mortimer Adler
5. Why was Isaac’s mate so important?  Why was her heritage so important?

6. In the Scriptures the words for love have varying meanings.  The word defined by “a binding physical consummation” is exclusively reserved for which relationship?  

7.  Who instituted marriage?  Who defines it?  When did He define it? (provide reference)
Principle 1: Submission to & Reliance Upon the wisdom of _____________

8. Fill in the blank in regards to Isaac’s marriage: “A _________ __________ and a ____________ ___________ were involved in the selection process.

9. Look at # 8 above.  What responsibility does this place upon you as parents?

10. Finish the quote: “Chances are, if you marry somebody in violation to your parent’s will, you are playing a _____________ game with ________.”

11. Is it ever appropriate to act against the will of your parents in regards to marriage?   What does Dr. Zacharias suggest to do in such cases?

12. Zacharias recounts his brother’s experiences with his marriage and, to our Western ears, this sounds so foreign—practically unimaginable.  Did he have no say?  What does this Eastern view of marriage display towards:

a. parents

b. mate

13. Finish the quote: “Love is as much a question of the ________ as it is of the _______________ and if you will to love somebody, you _______.”
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  Love is hard.  What did Zacharias think of love before marriage?  What did he think after being married?  After a bit of time, what held (and holds) it together?

15. Who can you rely on to help you in regards to your possible marital future?  Share two verses below that speak about submission, then share 4 people you will rely on to help you in your search for a mate.  Scan your list…is there a mature believer among them?  Why or why not?

Principle 2: _____________ ought to be a defining feature of your relationships _____________ you get romantic
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Share examples of Rebekah’s kindness:

17. “There is never a reason to be unkind.”   (we’ll discuss this profound idea)

What does it mean to “go the extra mile?”  Share three examples of ways you can do this for your future spouse.

18. If you were in a given situation where you found yourself feeling depressed and you didn’t know why…and you could choose between two reactions, which would you choose:

a. A friend to come and fix it

b. A friend to come and be kind

19. Find two Scripture verses which deal with kindness (directly or shown).  Write them out below:

20. “When he or she is wooing you, he or she will be at their _____________.”  How does this shape your selection?

Let’s discuss 

Quality: 
1.  Be sure they are _______.

CHARACTER:
Scope:

2.  Be sure they are kind to _________.




History
3.  Be sure they ______ _______ kind to others.

Principle 3: _____________ of heart: You/They have respected Your /their Body with Purity as the Temple of the Holy Spirit

[image: image4.png]



21. Think of the History of the Church:

a. Moses: _____________

b. Solomon: ______________

c. NT: _____ are His _________

“ When we come to the church now, we don’t come to the ______________ , we bring it with us.”…"If we soil where God meets with us, we break fellowship with God because He cannot look on sin with comfort." 
22. “If we compromise these principles in regards to illicit relationships—we will find ourselves __________________ many other things along the way.”

23.  How can we curb these strong desires?  Q: Where does it all begin?

A: By _____________at _______________.

Q: How can we curb these strong desires?

Here’s a practical application:  “Never be _________ together (privately) without access to adults who know and care.  Don’t put yourself in a place where you can fall.”

Principle 4: _____________ A growing independence; _____________ do not force upon your child a law which extends beyond your God-given reach

24. A few examples:  “If they are a Christian, do not force them to marry an ______________; If they are an unbeliever, do not force them to marry a ____________.”

25. If marriage is as grand as Scripture makes it to be, then it must be worth ___________ for… if you are a Christian…wait and look forward to it.  If you are an unbeliever…receive Christ!

26.  “I would trust any member of my household with Joseph”  How could Dr. Zacharias say something like this?—in other words, what about Joseph is he referring to?  Could we commit to the same level of purity?

Principle 5: Be a person of _____________:
27. If ___________ molds us to God and His will—what better way exists to make things happen to such a bright and beautiful end…

Are you a person of prayer?

Do you know a prayer warrior?

Do I read His Word daily?  Would I want my future spouse reading His Word daily?
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